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Appendix F 
BMP Landscaping & Plant Lists 

 
 
General Landscaping Guidance  
 
Vegetation is a crucial component of the Best Management Practices (BMPs) detailed 
in the Manual.  Vegetation not only influences the beauty and aesthetic of the 
physical environment however it also performs a critical function in the performance 
of BMPs.  Current research confirms the valuable role of plants, plant roots and soil in 
neutralizing, filtering, and taking up pollutants.   
 
Thus it is important to select plants and plant communities which thrive and perform 
in various site conditions.  Understanding the site’s sun exposure, soil conditions, 
moisture conditions will inform the designer on the appropriate plant palette to use 
in particular BMPs.  As mentioned previously, it is recommended that projects be 
designed by landscape architects and/or horticulturalists with knowledge of native 
plants, local sources of native plants, as well as experience in the design, installation 
and management of the BMPs. 
 
Each site and each BMP require tailoring a planting plan to the various conditions, 
constraints and subtle nuances of topography, lighting, infiltration, drainage, and 
flood control strategies.  The obvious design considerations are site context, site 
programming, microclimates, topography, irrigation potential, seasonal interest, and 
maintenance.  The more delicate design considerations are extended ponding times, 
slight variations in planting zones, water velocity, habitat creation, and design 
controls which perform in extreme rain events.  Yet another is the goal of achieving 
an aesthetic setting which may be “cultivated” versus “naturalistic.” 
 
Please see the individual BMP specifications in Chapter 4 for more BMP-specific 
guidance on landscaping and plants. 
 
Table F.1 is a list of nurseries that supply native plants within a multi-state area 
including and surrounding West Virginia.   
 
Table F.2 is an extensive plant list for West Virginia that lists suitable plants in the 
following categories: 
 
 Conservation Landscaping & General BMPs: Plants generally suitable to restore 

or enhance natural areas and buffer areas (e.g., see Specifications 4.2.1. 
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Sheetflow to Conservation Area and 4.1. Better Site Design Practices) and for 
general landscaping of the area within and/or surrounding a BMP. 

 Bioretention: Plants suitable for the various planting zones within Bioretention 
(see Specification 4.2.3). 

 Regenerative Stormwater Conveyance (RSC): Plants particularly suited for this 
practice as part of a naturalistic drainage channel (see Specification 4.2.7). 

 Stormwater Wetland: Plants suitable for the various depth zones within a 
stormwater wetland (see Specification 4.2.11).   

 
The plants are grouped by: (1) trees, (2) shrubs, (3) perennials/annuals, (4) grasses 
and grass-like, and (5) ferns. 
 
The table also lists the wetland indicator status and inundation tolerance for each 
plant as an aid in determining which plants are suitable for the wetter versus dryer 
areas of a BMP and its surroundings.  For instance, “wetter footed” plants are more 
suitable for the bottom of a bioretention area, while plants that like a dryer setting 
are suitable for the edges and side slopes.  The individual BMP specifications in 
Chapter 4 contain more guidance on plant selections. 
 
The table also notes the light preference for each plant (e.g., sun, partial shade, full 
shade). 
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Table F.1. Native Plant Nurseries in Proximity to West Virginia 
State Nursery Name Nursery Web Site 

MD American Native Plants  W www.amricannativeplantsonline.com 
MD Ayton State Tree Nursery www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/nursery 
MD Chesapeake Natives. Inc. www.chesapeakenatives.org 
MD Clear Ridge Nursery, Inc. W www.clearridgenursery.com 
MD Environmental Concern W www.wetland.org 
MD Lower Marlboro Nursery W www.lowermarlboronursery.com 
MD Homestead Gardens www.homesteadgardens.com 
NJ/VA Pinelands Nursery W www.pinelandsnursery.com 
PA Appalachian Nursery www.appnursery.com 
PA Octoraro Native Plant Nursery www.OCTORARO.com 
PA Redbud Native Plant Nursery W www.redbudnativeplantnursery.com 
PA  New Moon Nursery, Inc. W www.newmoonnursery.com 
PA North Creek Nurseries W www.northcreeknurseries.com 
PA Sylva Native Nursery/Seed Co. W www.sylvanative.com 
VA Lancaster Farms, Inc. www.lancasterfarms.com 
VA Nature by Design W www.nature-by-design.com 
WV Enchanter’s Garden W www.enchantersgarden.com 
WV Sunshine Farm & Gardens W www.sunfarm.com 
Notes: 
This is a partial list of available nurseries and does NOT constitute an endorsement of 
them. For updated lists of native plant nurseries, consult the following sources: 
West Virginia Native Plant Society www.wvnps.org  
Virginia Native Plant Society  www.vnps.org 
Maryland Native Plant Society  www.mdflora.org 
Pennsylvania Native Plant Society www.pawildflowers.org 
Delaware Native Plant Society www.delawarenativeplants.org 
 
W: indicates that nursery has an inventory of emergent wetland species 
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