WVSCI Document Addendum

Tuesday, March 23, 2010

About this Addendum
This addendum is intended to provide updated information to the following document: 

Gerritson, J., J. Burton, and M.T. Barbour.  2000.  A stream condition index for West Virginia wadeable streams.  Tetra Tech, Inc. Owing Mills, MD.  http://www.wvdep.org/Docs/536_WV-Index.pdf
Any information found in this addendum is meant to supersede the information found in the original document. 

Updates to Benthic Collection Methodology

Since the original development and publication of the WVSCI document, several aspects of the benthic macroinvertebrate collection and processing methodology have been refined.  For a more detailed and up to date description of this process, please defer to the most recent WVDEP Watershed Assessment Branch Standard Operating Procedures found on the WVDEP Website at: www.dep.wv.gov
As of 1998, WVDEP upgraded from a 100-count subsample (referenced on page 13), to a 200-count subsample.

Updates to Reference Site Selection Criteria
The following reference site selection criteria found in Table A-1 on page A-2 are modified as follows:

D.O.:  >= 5 mg/L

Total Habitat Score >=130*

*This is due to the publication of the second edition of the RBP Manual in 1999 (see citation below).  All data collected using the first edition methodology has been translated into the second edition format.
Barbour, M.T., J. Gerritsen, B.D. Snyder, and J.B. Stribling. 1999. Rapid Bioassessment Protocols for Use in Streams andWadeable Rivers: Periphyton, Benthic Macroinvertebrates and Fish, Second Edition. EPA 841-B-99-002. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; Office of Water; Washington, D.C.
An updated reference criteria list can also be found in the most recent WVDEP Watershed Assessment Branch Standard Operating Procedures found on the WVDEP Website at: www.dep.wv.gov

Updates of Best Standard Values (BSVs)
After 2001, the Best Standard Values (BSVs) for the component WVSCI metrics were recalculated as recommended in section 7.3 of the WVSCI document.  The new BSVs are found in the table below.
	WVSCI Metric
	New BSVs (1996-2001 WVDEP Data)
	Old BSVs (1996-1998 WVDEP Data) as found in WVSCI Document

	% 2 Dominant Taxa (Family)
	37.3
	36

	% Chironomidae
	1.7
	0.98

	% EPT (Family)
	89.3
	91.9

	HBI (Family)
	2.61
	2.9

	# EPT Taxa (Family)
	13
	13

	# Total Taxa (Family)
	22
	21


Note: The Impairment Thresholds are still the same as in the original document and have not been changed.
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