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T his yearôs Youth En-
vironmental Conference will 

be heavy on history é and, 

of course, a lot of fun. 

Set for Sept. 29 through 

Oct. 1 at North Bend State 

Park, the 42nd annual edition 

of the conference will include 

stops at the historic Blenner-

hassett Island and Fort Bore-

man Park, where Union forc-

es once roamed during the 

Civil War.  

West Virginiaôs rich oil 

and gas history will be on 

display when the conference 

visits the state Oil and Gas 

Museum on Saturday. 

Also scheduled is a stop at 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service Ohio River Islands 

Wildlife Refuge.  

To learn more about the 

conference, or to register, go 

to www.dep.wv.gov and click 

on ñYouth Environmental 

Program.ò 

Message from 
the director . . .  
I  feel both honored and humbled 

to have been selected as the new co-

ordinator of the Youth Environmental 

Program.  

My predecessor, Diana Haid, 

molded this program into a wonderful 

success over the last 40 years, and 

Iôve been privileged to have worked 

closely with Diana for the last eight 

years. Dianaôs wisdom and experi-

ence is unparal-

leled and Iôm 

lucky to have 

had the oppor-

tunity to pick 

her brain during 

our tenure to-

gether. That 

knowledge, 

combined with 

an amazingly 

hard-working 

team of Youth 

Program coordi-

nators, will help keep our program 

going strong. My first order of busi-

ness will be to challenge myself and 

my team on future endeavors for the 

direction of YEP.   

Let me tell you a little about my-

self. I am married to my best friend, 

AJ, with whom I have a daughter, 

Audrey, and we live in Charleston. I 

have been employed with the West 

Virginia Department of Environmen-

tal Protection for the last 10 years, 

where I have had the opportunity to 

experience the dealings of the YEP.   

 

Annette Hoskins  

YEP Director 

 

The Blennerhassett Island mansion is one of several stops during this yearõs Youth Environmental Con-

ference. Visits to the Oil and Gas Museum and the Ohio River Islands Wildlife Refuge are also on tap.    

See MESSAGE, Page 4 

Plenty in store 
for conference 


