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that showed the weakness and strengths of the data, and held meetings and
workshops statewide introducing more scientifically rigorous methods based on
recommendations from experts. The new procedures were much more stringent
evaluations based on SOPs from the WV Department of Environmental Protection
(WVDEP) Watershed Branch, EPA’s Bioassessment Protocols and other expert
recommendations. The final piece was a strong training and certification program.

Produced by: Friends of Blackwater
501 Elizabeth Street
Charleston, WV 25311

Shown here are various sections from watershed and state of the stream reports

Since introducing these procedures volunteer data has been accepted for the provided by Plateau Action Network, Friends of Deckers Creek, Friends of the Cheat

Integrated Report, Anti-degradation Tier 3 nominations, and 319 project monitoring, . . . and Friends of Blackwater.. Contact: timothy.d.craddock@wv.gov to request a copy.
just to name a few uses. The volunteer groups are now much more sophisticated and Many volunteer groups in WV have used local financial support, state funds and 319

have learned to use their data as a powerful tool to improve awareness and make funds to complete numerous projects designed to restore streams impaired by a
positive changes to their local communities. multitude of nonpoint pollution sources, acid mine drainage being the most prominent.

In addition to the rigors of projects and grant management, watershed planning etc.
these groups are able to produce reports to inform their communities on the condition

Integrated Rep()rt of the streams and rivers. Here are a few examples.
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The report provides an assessment of the river’s WELCOME TO THE
current health and a basic roadmap to guide WOLF CREEK WATERSHED
the people of the Lower New River as projects
are prioritized to promote clean water. Goals Wolf Creek drains approximarely 11,000 acres
include water gquality improvement in the Lower into the lower reaches of the New River. It
Wew River and its triburaries, and ro sustain flows about 10.5 miles from Oak Hill through
the river’s environmental, cultural, recreational, Fayetteville and into the New River at Fayette
and economic benefits. The approach involved Srarion rapid, a popular area to swim and boat.
identifying issues, incorporation of community
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improving water quality in the Lower New. 4 o

challenges, as streawns within the
watershed are impaired by bigh levels of
irer, alurminum, fecal coliform bacteria,
and low pH. In addition, biclogical
impairments bave been caused by
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Impaired Streams

The Alliance, with stakebolder input,
priovitized three tributaries based on
poor water guality, project feasibiliry,
and curvent poprlation distributions.
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Since 2009 volunteer/agency partnerships are responsible for
two 303(d) de-listings (Indian Run and Windmill Gap) and
millions of pounds of pollutant reductions.

In 2009 Friends of Laurel Mountain and the local 4H o7

. . . . o CAPABLE Program Grant Budget \.:
group nominated Watkins Run for Tier 3 protection. y 03 e

After public meetings, and a final meeting before the Friends of the Cheat
Environmental Quality Board, WVDEP Water Quality Cheat Aquatic Pollution and Baseline
Standard Program approved the nomination. Several ECO"’”?L:L‘;T“;SSS rtp“’g”’m
WVDEP stream surveys and multiple volunteer surveys 2011-2012

were the data sources. Summaries of the volunteer

- surveys are provided next. Thus far, this is the only
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Suspended solids 39,201 lbs/year
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= et 8 successful Tier 3 nomination.



http://www.dep.wv.gov/WWE/watershed/IR/Pages/303d_305b.aspx
http://www.dep.wv.gov/WWE/watershed/IR/Pages/303d_305b.aspx
http://www.dep.wv.gov/WWE/Programs/wqs/Pages/default.aspx
http://plateauactionnetwork.org/publications/
http://plateauactionnetwork.org/publications/
http://www.deckerscreek.org/news-and-events/publications
http://www.deckerscreek.org/news-and-events/publications
http://www.cheat.org/archive/publications/
http://www.cheat.org/archive/publications/
http://www.saveblackwater.org/documents/Stateoftheriversmall.pdf
http://www.saveblackwater.org/documents/Stateoftheriversmall.pdf
mailto:timothy.d.Craddock@wv.gov
http://www.dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/sos/stories/Documents/Photos/MAVMC_SR.jpg
http://www.dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/sos/stories/Documents/Photos/MAVMC_SR.jpg

