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Stream crossings for cows (Source: EPA)

Conservation Practices

Using conservation practices offers
numerous benefits, including:

e Reduced costs (e.g., fuel, labor,
feed, fertilizer, seed, veterinary)

e Increased profitability
e Improved soil and water quality

e Increased water
infiltration/storage

e Reduced nitrogen loss

Farmers can receive financial and
technical assistance to install
conservation practices through
programs sponsored by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) and the state. These
voluntary programs provide cost-
share dollars and technical
information on how to manage farms
more sustainably.

Case Study: Second Creek
Watershed, West Virginia

Since 2009, West Virginia Conservation
Agency and USDA staff have worked
with more than 120 farmers to install
practices that reduce runoff of
sediment, nutrients, and bacteria from
livestock operations to Second Creek,
located in southeastern West Virginia.

Gauging Practice Success

In 2021, project partners administered
a survey of 122 Second Creek farmers
who had participated in conservation
cost-share programs. The survey
gauged farmers’ views on the financial,
environmental, and other results of
installing conservation practices, and it
sought suggestions on how to improve
the distribution of limited cost-share
funding for such practices.

Over 80% of surveyed farmers
said they would recommend to

other farmers that they take
the time to participate in a
conservation practice program.

Survey Results

e More than 80% of farmers
noticed improvements on their
land and operations linked to
conservation practices.

e Respondents estimated practices
improved profitability of their
operations by 21% on average.

e 78% said conservation practices
on their farm have helped to
improve production and their
financial bottom line.

e 80% said the farmer-adopted
conservation practices are helping
to improve water quality.

e Nearly 70% said the conservation
practices on their farms have
helped to reduce soil erosion and
pollutant runoff.

e More than half said they noticed
the stream is less muddy and
clears up faster after heavy rain.

How Can I Get Started?

Contact your local conservation
district or NRCS office. Contact
information is provided on the back
of this brochure.



