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Introduction 

 

 

This report provides summaries of activities 
associated with nonpoint program and watershed 
project funds for fiscal year 2013.  It will highlight 
the activities of Nonpoint Source (NPS) Program 
staff, supporting programs and partners, and 
provide an overview of watershed projects 
completed during 2013.  Program data such as 
watershed project load reductions, best 
management practices (BMPs) implemented, and 
budgets will be provided in the appendices.  A 
summary of the 2013 success story will also be 
included. 

Repairs made to passive treatment on Smooth Rock Lick.  
 
Over the past several years the Office of Budget and Management (OBM) and the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) have reviewed the National 319 (§319) Program and recommend changes 
that will improve accountability.  The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Regions took steps to 
improve based upon these recommendations.  Many states participated with EPA in work groups 
analyzing the § 319 guidelines.  Revisions to the guidelines were published in April, 2013 as a result of 
the hard work of states and EPA Regions.  Changes include: 
 

¶ Placing a strong emphasis on watershed based plan approach to restore waters impaired by 
nonpoint source (NPS) pollution using watershed project funds.  A small amount of these funds 
can be used to protect unimpaired watersheds when protection is cited as a priority in the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ bt{ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴΦ 

¶ All State NPS Management Plans will be updated by September 2014. 

¶ Increase emphasis on coordination with US Dept. of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Bill Programs as a 
way to leverage water quality investments. 

¶ The 20% cap on the use of § 319 funds for statewide monitoring and assessment has been 
removed in recognition of the importance of these activities for measuring success and 
targeting watershed restoration and protection efforts. 

¶ For states that go beyond the expected level of match, the revised guidelines provide incentive 
to use other state or local funding with § 319 funds when states provide funds for watershed 
projects equal to their total § 319 allocations. 

 

Executive summary 
 

In FY 2013 the NPS Program managed a total of 100 projects.  Of the 100 projects 42 are additional 
grant opportunities (AGOs).  AGOs are usually smaller projects (< $20,000) that support existing NPS 
proposals (e.g. additional monitoring or outreach support), provide demonstration projects such as 
rain gardens, porous pavement etc., improve planning and provide additional education and outreach 
initiatives to local organizations.  AGOs are determined using a scoring and ranking system.   
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Awards are based on the amount of funds available, viability of the project and organization, and 
several other criteria. All of the grants are related to NPS issues.  AGO grants are valuable to the 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ 
possible. Appendix 1 provides the AGOs awarded during 2013. 
 
All of the 2009, 33% of the 2010 and 48% of the 2011 projects were closed-out in 2013.  A significant 
number, (16) additional project were added to the fiscal year 2010 funding due to the cancellation of 
two major mining proposals.  Although a great deal of effort was made by the local organization to 
maintain the mining projects, landowner cooperation could not be obtained.  The NPS Program asked 
our partners to submit additional proposals so that the funds could be spent in other watersheds.  EPA 
approved the re-programming of the 2010 funds in the latter part of 2013.  
 

A total of $3.4 million were allocated for 319 projects completed for the period, $3.2 million were 
spent, saving the tax payers approximately $250, 000. Appendix 2 provides the costs for projects 
completed in 2013. 

 
Figure 1 shows the distribution of BMPs implemented during 2013.  It is difficult to compare the BMPs 
due to the varied units of measurements.  However, for the purposes of this comparison the data was 
normalized so that numbers can be compared by restoration category. 
 
Figure 1 ς Summary of BMPs implemented during 2013 

 
Examples of restoration 
BMPs include those 
associated with stream 
channel restoration such 
as streambank repair and 
natural stream restoration 
(NSR) techniques.  Mining 
BMPs includes a wide 
variety associated with the 
passive treatment of acid 
mine drainage (AMD).  
Examples of AMD BMPs 
include open limestone 
channels, settling ponds, 
aerobic and anaerobic 

wetlands, sulfate bioreactors, limestone drains etc.  Stormwater BMPs can include a variety of 
bioretention and infiltration basins; this category also includes urban and sub-urban tree planting.  
Wastewater BMPs are associated with septics and include pumping, repair, or replacement.  
Additionally, alternate systems are included in this category, which are used when soils are not 
conducive to septic installations.  
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The largest category implemented in 2013 is our agricultural efforts, mostly through the work of the 
WV Conservation Agency (WVCA).  WVCA works on watershed projects in priority watersheds and has 
statewide programs that reduce a significant amount of nutrients and sediment.  Examples of 
agricultural BMPs include livestock exclusion fencing, vegetative buffers, nutrient management, 
prescribed grazing, feedlot relocation, alternative water and barnyard runoff management.  Appendix 
3 provides a list of BMPs implemented in 2013. 
 
The goal of §319 is to reduce the major NPS pollutants (nitrogen, phosphorous and sediment) but 
there are many other types of NPS pollutants (e.g. fecal coliform, acidity, metals, hydro-modification, 
habitat destruction, etc.) that contribute significantly to the degradation of OUR waters.  West Virginia 
does not have water quality standards for nutrients or sediment so the Total Maximum Daily Loads 
(TMDLs) written do not have recommendations for reducing these pollutants.  However, WVCA makes 
significant reductions through their various statewide programs, and whenever possible, we look for 
nutrient and sediment reduction opportunities within our watershed projects.  Appendix 4 provides 
the 2013 load reductions and Table 1 provides the summary. 
 
Table 1 - Load reductions in 2013 
 

Totals Loads Units % of total Category 

Acidity 203,132 lbs/yr - Acid mine drainage 

Metals (Iron) 65,033 lbs/yr 82.79 Acid mine drainage 

Metals (Aluminum) 9,933 lbs/yr 12.65 Acid mine drainage 

Metals (Manganese) 3,583 lbs/yr 4.56 Acid mine drainage 

Metals (Totals) 78,549 lbs/yr - Acid mine drainage 

Nitrogen 53,900 lbs/yr 37.29 Agriculture 

Phosphorous 90,650 lbs/yr 62.71 Agriculture 

Nutrients (Total) 144,550 lbs/yr - Agriculture 

Sediment 212,000 lbs/yr - NSR/Agriculture 

Fecal coliform 8.26E+13 cfu - Wastewater/Stormwater 

Suspended solids 37,514 lbs/yr - Stormwater 

 
NoteΥ млл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ²±/!Ωǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ  To learn more about 
²±/!Ωǎ bt{ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ go to: http:// www.wvca.us/WNPSProgram.cfm  

Basin Coordinators and Supporting Programs 

 

The activities of Basin Coordinators (BCs) and other supporting programs are keys to the long-term 
success of ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ bt{ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ.  These dedicated individuals are active in all aspects of the 
program from project planning and implementation, to outreach and education.  They help 
stakeholder groups organize and sustain their efforts and support all state and federal agency partners, 
as well as many others by providing advice in their areas of expertise.  BCs are supported by funds from 
§319, Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP) and the 106 Program.  This section provides a summary of 
activities from each basin as well as the statewide efforts of Project Wet, WV Save Our Streams 
Program and the WV Conservation Agency. 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ bt{ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ Ǌŀƛƴ ōŀǊǊŜƭΣ bt{ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 
materials from our watershed associations, Project WET and Save Our Streams information.  The Administrative Assistant and NPS 
Coordinator worked the booth during DEP Day at the Legislature. 

 
Northern Basin Coordinator: In this region, several non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are 
planning and carrying out watershed projects to decrease loads of acidity and metals from abandoned 
mines so that streams will meet TMDL targets.  Martin Christ, our NBC, manages most of the NPS 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ !a5 ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ 
 

¶ Construction: Projects were constructed by the Guardians of the West Fork, the Buckhannon 
River Watershed Association, and Friends of Deckers Creek in order to reduce nonpoint source 
loads of mine drainage in the West Fork watershed (Lambert Run), the Tygart River watershed 
(Smooth Rock Lick of the Buckhannon River) and the Monongahela River watershed (Deckers 
Creek).  The NBC advised and facilitated these projects where possible.  

¶ Planning: The NBC is working with Guardians of the West Fork, the Buckhannon River 
Watershed Association, Save the Tygart Watershed Association, Friends of Cheat and Friends of 
Deckers Creek to develop watershed projects for additional projects in the West Fork 
watershed (Lambert Run), the Tygart River watershed (Swamp Run of the Buckhannon River 
watershed and Roaring Creek of the Tygart River watershed), the Cheat River watershed 
(Sovern Run, Greens Run) and the Monongahela River watershed (Kanes Creek and Slabcamp 
Run of the Deckers Creek watershed). 

¶ Education and outreach: The NBC participated in a Project WET training workshop and served 
as a Project WET presenter at a Friends of Deckers Creek watershed outreach event. The NBC is 
preparing a manual covering operation and maintenance of passive AMD treatment projects.  
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Southern Basin Coordinator:  The 
Southern Basin Coordinator (SBC) position 
was filled in January 2013.  Nicki Taylor, 
the new SBC continued established 
relationships with state and federal 
agencies, volunteer organizations and 
community leaders.  The southern part of 
West Virginia has a myriad of water 
pollution concerns, bacteria pollution 
being the most prevalent.  The SBC has 
received training in natural stream 
restoration, AMD treatment, stormwater 
and wastewater.  

WVCA, DEP, and NRCS evaluate an NRS project on Knapps Creek.  

 

¶ Planning and implementation:  The SBC has attended several Public Service District (PSD) 
meetings this year, with the goal of keeping projects on track and assists local utilities with 
questions or concerns.  The coordinator has completed final inspections on sewer extensions, 
AMD projects and natural stream projects; monitored with WVCA to confirm fecal load 
reductions in 319 project areas; visited sites for potential 319 projects in the Piney Creek 
Watershed.  The SBC also presented at meetings regarding 319 and OSLP programs in 
McDowell County, and attended a public meeting in the Meadow River watershed concerning 
the development of TMDLs. 

¶ Outreach and education:  The SBC spent several days doing outreach and education. 
Presenting: at the National Boy Scout Jamboree to scouts, leaders and day visitors; at water 
ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΤ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9t!Ωǎ wŜƎƛƻƴ о ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ 
conference; Project WET activities at Science Kamp in Nicholas County, and used benthics to 
assess water quality at Richwood Middle School. 

¶ 319 Program:  The basin coordinator assisted several non-profit organizations with grant 
applications and acted as a liaison between volunteers and local governments, including state 
and federal agencies.  Over the last year the SBC has worked closely with WVCA in the 
Greenbrier watershed to continue to implement grants to reduce agricultural impacts, septic 
repairs and installations, and sediment load reductions.  The SBC also assisted with AGO 
proposals, Stream Partner proposals and offered technical assistance when necessary.  There 
are currently 22 active 319 grants in the southern basin; the SBC provides assistance and 
reporting data as required on these grants. 

 
Western Basin Coordinator:   Water quality in the western region of West Virginia varies, but is 
generally listed as impaired due to fecal coliform, sediment, and AMD according to the corresponding 
TMDLs.  Tomi Bergstrom, our WBC, works closest with AMD treatment and stormwater issues with 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎΦ  
 

¶ Planning and Implementation:  The WBC has been working with Morris Creek Watershed 
Association (MCWA) and Coal River Group (CRG) to write Watershed Based Plans to apply for 
319 federal funding.  a/²!Ωǎ Ǉƭŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ 9t! ŀƴŘ /wD ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 
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being revised for submittal.  A Project Committee is being formulated by the WBC to prepare 
the Project Proposals for Morris Creek. 

¶ Education and Outreach:  The WBC is now certified as a facilitator with the Project WET 
program.  The WBC partners to organize water festivals within her region, but also participates 
as a presenter in other regions of WV.  Additionally, the WBC works closely with the Charleston 
Stormwater Department, co-hosting and teaching four stormwater/rain barrel workshops last 
spring. 

¶ 319 Program:  Cup Run is a 319 proposal that originally involved the local watershed 
organization, Elk Headwaters Watershed Association, but the watershed group has dissolved 
ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ²./Ωǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ  Trout Unlimited (TU) and WVCA are now 
leading the Cup Run Restoration Project into its planning and construction stages.  The WBC will 
be observing these steps as they take place on Cup Run. 

 

 

In an effort to gain community 
support and interest, in 2013 
the City of Charleston and WBC 
hosted four workshops where 
they educated attendees on 
ways to reduce their impacts 
to stormwater systems and 
how to safely install and 
operate rain barrels.  
 
Local artists painted barrels to 
help with advertising of the 
workshops and awareness of 
stormwater issues.  The WBC is 
also working with other MS4s 
to develop outreach strategies 
within their communities.  Rain 
harvesting is a growing area of 
concern since the chemical spill 
in the Elk River on January 9, 
2014, it is expected that the 
workshops will be heavily 
attended this Spring. 

 
Potomac Basin Coordinator: The water quality drivers in this region are the Chesapeake Bay TMDL for 
nutrients and sediment, and local bacteria and biological impairments.  ²±59tΩǎ tƻǘƻƳŀŎ .ŀǎƛƴ 
Coordinator (PBC) Alana Hartman, coordinates the nonpoint BMP data collection effort for the 
Chesapeake Bay Program, and participates in its Watershed Technical Workgroup.  The PBC also works 
with local watershed associations and interacts with local governments.  The PBC is funded by 
Chesapeake Bay grant monies. 
 

¶ Planning and implementationΥ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ t./ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ²±Ωǎ 
Chesapeake Bay Tributary Team, which meets bi-monthly via conference call to carry out West 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǎŀǇŜŀƪŜ .ŀȅ ¢a5[Φ  The PBC attended 
several stormwater-related workshops via webinar and in-person, and worked with the 
ƴƻƴǇƻƛƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ {ǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ Ŧƻr controlling 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_Elk_River_chemical_spill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_Elk_River_chemical_spill
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pollution from developed lands.  ¢ƘŜ t./ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ [ŜǾŜƭ LL άwƛǾŜǊ aƻǊǇƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ 
!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜŀƳōŀƴƪ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘΦ 

¶ Outreach and education: The PBC 
presented watershed model and stream 
life activities at Hampshire and 
Pendleton County schools, 4-H and 
Stream Scholars camps, and Mineral 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ {¢9a CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ t./ 
provided updates for the Chesapeake 
Bay website and the corresponding 
quarterly e-newsletter, including bar 
charts and slides that can be changed 
ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ 
progress. 

¶ 319 Program: The PBC actively 
participates in several watershed 
groups, serving as a liaison with state 
agencies and programs, and helping 
them with grants. During this period, the 
PBC supervised an interƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳōŀƴƪ 
assessment of Elk Branch as part of the 
Elks Run watershed 319 project, which led to project ideas that are being communicated to the 
Elks Run Watershed Group. The PBC also helped to coordinate a 319 project team for Tuscarora 
Creek, includiƴƎ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ WǳƭȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΩǎ 
water quality improvement efforts and opportunities for public involvement were 
showcased.  The PBC helped to find a site at which Mill Creek 319 grant funds could be 
appropriately spent to demonstrate a stormwater runoff control practice, thus helping the 
subcontractor to complete the grant objectives on time and close out the Mill Creek project. 

 
Stormwater Specialist (SWS) Sebastian Donner provides technical and compliance assistance for 
regulated and unregulated urban stormwater management by promoting Low Impact Development 
ό[L5ύ ŀƴŘ .Ŝǎǘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ό.atǎύΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ²±59tΩǎ 
Potomac Basin Coordinator and others to reduce the amounts of nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment 
delivered to the Chesapeake Bay.  The position is funded through the Chesapeake Bay Regulatory and 
!ŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƎǊŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ {²{ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ²±59tΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Ǌōŀƴ {ǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ ²ƻǊƪƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
the Enhanced Street and Storm Drain Cleaning Expert Panel. 
 

¶ Planning and Implementation:  The SWS provided technical assistance to several local 
governments and NGOs to promote adequate implementation of BMPs and to ensure Low 
Impact Development in the first place.  The SWS administers the WV BMP and Land Use Change 
Tracking System to capture, track and report implemented BMPs. 

¶ Outreach and Education:  The SWS attended meetings and events to promote adequate 
stormwater management through LID and delivered a BMP inspection and maintenance 
workshop. The SWS organized and lead a Project WET watershed educational activity for the 
Opequon Creek Project Team 

The PBC evaluates the bank erosion hazard index (BEHI) 
along sections of Elk Run. 
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¶ 319 Program:  The SWS worked with the WV Conservation Agency, Canaan Valley Institute, and 
the Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority on the design and installation of bioretention units.  
The SWS also provided guidance on several potential 319 projects. 

 

  
Construction of the bioretention basin at the Berkeley County recycling center. 

 
WV Save Our Streams 
 
The NPS program supports and supervises the activities of Glenn Nelson, WV Save Our Streams (SOS) 
Program Coordinator. SOS continues to maintain strong relationships with partners while encouraging 
new partnerships and watershed groups.  This year well over 2,000 people actively took part in SOS 
training.  Numbers are significantly higher but hard to quantify due to water festivals where students 
rotate through stations.  For instance this past July at the Boy Scout Jamboree over 100,000 scouts 
were present.  There were increased duties as a technical advisory position in both presentations and 
in applying knowledge gained through specialized training.          
     

  
Morris Creek Water Festival Charleston Water Festival 
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Table two provides an overview ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛes in 2013. 
 
Table 2 - WV Save Our Streams activities 
 

Stream monitoring 
workshops 

24 workshops were completed reaching more than 560 participants.  
Workshops were provided to the staff of WVCA, to several TU chapters, 
Glenville State College students, teachers participating in the Appalachian 
Watershed and Stream Monitoring (AWSM) Program, Roane Jackson Technical 
Center, and the New River Clean Water Alliance, just to name a few. 

Water Festivals 

Participated in five water festivals including those held in the City of 
Charleston, Fayette and McDowell Counties, Morris Creek for elementary 
students in the Upper Kanawha Valley and the Coal River Group Boys and Girls 
Club 

Technical assistance 

Technical assistance varied including assistance on several 319 projects.  The 
short list is a mussel survey along Tuscarora Creek at the site of a dam 
removal, several ILF restoration sites, flow and AMD chemistry with the WBC, 
stream evaluation techniques for NRCS, sat-in on meetings and provided input 
on the Back Creek Watershed Protection Plan (WPP), and gave numerous 
presentations throughout the state to a wide variety of 319 partners. 

 
Training 

1. ARC GIS (in house) 
2. USDA Aquatic Organism Passage and Stream Design 
3. EPA Re-engaging your Volunteer Monitoring Organization 
4. Stream Mechanics Assessing Headwater Streams 

 
Awards and Accomplishments 

1. DEP Employee of the Month (October) 
2. aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛn Aquatic Ecology (Hood College, Frederick, MD) 

 
Project WET 
 
Project WET makes water education FUN and helps educators meet their objectives in an innovative 
way. The activities are designed to complement existing curricula rather than displace or add 
additional concepts in the classroom.  Project WET activities are interdisciplinary, hands-on, and 
engaging to make water education fun for students and teachers.  Project WET provides three basic 
workshop types: 
 

1. Teacher Training: For educators of grades K-12, both formal and non-formal, these workshops 
are six hour trainings designed to introduce teachers to Project WET and to familiarize them 
with both the book and the activities so that they can confidently take the program back to 
their students.  

2. Facilitator Training: These workshops are designed to train water educators to conduct Project 
WET Teacher Trainings. 
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3. Specialized Workshops: Stormwater managers around the state, in particular, have been 
seeking out Project WET for help implementing their stormwater outreach and education 
permit requirements.   
 

In 2013 Project WET held 19 workshops serving more than 300 participants.  They included nine 
facilitator and educator training workshops, three stormwater education workshops, one wetland 
workshop and five pre-service teacher trainings. 

 
Water Festivals  
 

 
Students learn about and get to (hold) live 
aquatic invertebrates at one of the many Project 
WET water festivals. 

A Water Festival is a one-day water education event for 5th 
grade students, designed to heighten awareness about 
precious water resources and the role that every person has 
in protecting the health of our watersheds and the health of 
our planet.  The event strives to meet existing curriculum 
standards for 5th grade, and provide teachers with up-to-
date information about natural resources as well as access to 
innovative approaches for teaching these concepts in their 
own classrooms. The festival is also a unique opportunity for 
5th graders to be introduced to a wide variety of careers and 
employment opportunities, which exist in their own 
community. 
 
In 2013 Project WET either held or sponsored nine Water 
Festivals serving more than 2,900 students.  319 Program 
Basin Coordinators and the WV Save Our Streams 
Coordinator take an active role in these festivals both in 
planning and participation.  A wide variety of other state and 
federal agencies, local government and community 
organizations also participate. 

 
Project WET strives to reach as many West Virginia residents as possible with water education. 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
curriculum in their teaching year after year, Project WET does participate in outreach events 
throughout the state when possible.  Project WET also cultivates an interactive, online water education 
community through social media.  
 
This site can be found at: https://www.facebook.com/WestVirginiaProjectWet 
 

Project WET held or sponsored 12 outreach events that included meetings for MS4 communities, fairs 
and festivals, rain barrel presentations and workshops, presentations at schools, and a variety of 
stormwater education and outreach initiatives.  More than 900 teachers, students and others 
participated. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WestVirginiaProjectWet





















































