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Congratulations to our winners!

Congratulations to the winners of the “Idle Free Zone” Art Contest!
The artwork featured throughout this calendar was contributed by
students in grades K-12 from Kanawha County in West Virginia.

Students were asked to base their drawings on one of the facts below
and then incorporate their own ideas and slogans.

Making small decisions every day can save the planet. Saving 10
minutes of idling a day reduces Carbon Dioxide emissions by 550
pounds per year — the weight of a female polar bear! Carbon
Dioxide is a greenhouse gas that leads to global climate change.

Save your air. Pollutants in vehicle exhaust affect not only our
environment, they also affect our health.

Save money. Saving 10 minutes of idling per day saves almost 9
gallons of gas per year. That’s enough for five pizzas — yum!

Ready, set, turn your engine off. If you are going to be parked for
more than 30 seconds, turn off your engine. Idling gets the worst
gas mileage possible - zero!

Drive-thrus are not as fast as you think. When you go to a drive-
thru and idle the car, unhealthy emissions are created that we
breathe. Exercise your right to clean air by parking the car and
walking inside.

Let’s get together. Encourage your school to set up anindoor area
where parents and drivers can wait for students on cold days or
very hot days.

A panel judged the entries and each winner received a $50 gift
certificate. The art teacher of each winning student received a $25 gift
certificate.

The purpose of this calendar is to create awareness and educate
students that idling can be harmful to their young lungs, wastes money
and hurts our environment. Our hope is that the students will in turn
educate moms, dads, grandmas, grandpas, school bus drivers and
delivery vehicles to “Please turn your engine off while you wait.”

For more information on Idle Free Zones around West Virginia, visit our
website at www.wvdep.org/daq and click on the Idle Free Zone sign.

Austin Blake, McKinley Middle School

Ben Young, George Washington High School
Breanna Shawver, Anne Bailey Elementary School
Chelsey Craig, Anne Bailey Elementary School

Haley Abbott, Alum Creek Elementary School

Heather Huffman, George Washington High School
Hope Bramlett, Overbrook Elementary School

Jayd Broyles, George C. Weimer Elementary School
Jessica Marrone, George C. Weimer Elementary School
Joy Justice, Cross Lanes Elementary School
Kody Burns, Chesapeake Elementary School
Kyla Bays, Anne Bailey Elementary School

Meredith Davis, George Washington
High School

dep

Cover art by Heather Huffman, 10th Grade, George Washington High School




Create an ldle Free 2Zone,
Save Monhey and the Envirohment

Identifying ways to save on energy usage is a hot topic with rising
fuel prices and the prevailing message to cut costs. One method of
curtailing fuel costs while creating a healthy school environment is to
include an idle free zone as a component of your facility plan.

In an effort to address bus idling, West Virginia State Board of
Education Policy 4336 was written to minimize idling and offer a
smart, effective and immediate way to reduce diesel emissions at
little or no cost. Reducing idling saves money because idling wastes
fuel.

Contrary to popular belief, idling actually does more damage to an
engine than starting and stopping.
Idling causes additional wear on

an engine’s internal parts and,
therefore, canincrease maintenance
costs and shorten the life of the
engine.

Today’s bus
engines generally
require only three

to five minutes

of warm-up

time, evenin cold

weather. The problem

of diesel fuel gelling in cold
weather has been resolved by

the creation of winter blends of fuel and fuel additives that better
withstand colder temperatures.

Studies indicate that students and staff can be exposed to high levels
of diesel exhaust when they areinside school buses, nearidling school
buses, and even inside schools due to the infiltration of exhaust
through windows and air intakes. Children are more susceptible to
air pollution than healthy adults because their respiratory systems
are still developing and they have a faster breathing rate. Diesel
exhaust can aggravate respiratory and cardiovascular disease and
existing asthma.

To assist in the effort to reduce
vehicle idling, the West Virginia
Department of Environmental

Protection (DEP) is promoting
an “Idle Free Zone” for school
buses and other vehicle traffic
by providing signs at no cost
to be posted around school
campuses, particularly in bus
drop areas.

For more information
on the free signs, school
administrators may contact

Tammy Mowrer at the DEP’s

Division of Air Quality, (304) STUDENTS

926-0499, Ext. 1237, or e-mail B]'Bﬂ,““l

at Tammy.L.Mowrer@wyv. HERE

gov. Additional information
on diesel emissions may be
obtained by going to www.
wvdep.org/daq/, choose the Diesel Exhaust Emissions link.

Please Turn Your Engine Off While You Wait.

WEET WIRGINLA STATE BOAAD OF EDUCKTION POLICY 4335
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Smoking vehicles are really bad for you! They cause
air pollution and contribute to health problems including
respiratory illnesses — especially in children and the elderly.
Regular tune-ups can help keep you and your car in top

running shape.







sunday

Monday

Tuesday

 Wednesday

Thursday

Caturday

September
S M T W T F S

November
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 1011 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 910 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

READY, SET, TURN YOUR ENGINE OFF!

If you are going to be parked for
more than 30 seconds, turn off your
engine. Idling gets the worst gas
mileage possible — ZERO!
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Breanna [Lee Shawver, ¢th Grade, Anne Bailey Elementary SChool
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We all want to enjoy clean air!

Each one of us can make a difference!
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Saving 10 minutes of idling a day reduces
Carbon Dioxide emissions by 550 pounds
per year — the weight of a female polar
bear! Carbon Dioxide is a greenhouse gas
that leads to global climate change.
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LET’S GET TOGETHER!

Encourage your school to set up an indoor area where
parents and drivers can wait for students on cold days or

very hot days.
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~ BE AWARE OF THE AIR
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Austin Blake, 8th Grade, McKinley Middle School
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Take a walk instead of driving.
You can spend time with a friend
and help clean our air.
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When you go to a drive-thru and
idle the car, unhealthy emissions are
created that we breathe. Exercise
your right to clean air by parking the
car and walking inside.
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Division of Air Quality in cooperation with Kanawha County Schools
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Sponsored by the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection
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