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West Virginia Office of Miners’ 

Health, Safety, and Training 
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500-ft Notice 

200-ft Notice 
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Active 

Abandoned 

Plugged To mine through 

Max. tan 8° * Depth 

Max. tan 4° * Depth 

If well has not been 

plugged to MSHA 

standards it cannot be 

mined through.  



1)  As-built surface location of well-head is 

within 10-ft of permitted location 

2)  Hole is drilled vertically through the 

“lowest minable coal bed”  

Θ = 8° (for active wells), 4° (for abandoned wells)  
 

D 

The MINIMUM buffer for advancing coal mines 

is the greater of 501-ft. or (D * Tan 8°).  The law 

assumes holes are vertical. 

LOWEST COAL BED 
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1  The MAXIMUM required distance is ~ 100-ft. 
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Hearing Requests 
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Allows WV OMHS&T to 

approve alternate plugging 

requirements of other 

Regulatory Agencies.  
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WV OMHS&T maintains a 

database of abandoned 

and active mines in West 

Virginia 
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(D * Tan 8°) 
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1)     AFTER DRILLING, provide an as-built 

survey of each well location. 
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2)     UPON ABANDONMENT, each well should 

be marked with a brass tag with its ID stamped 

on it,  mounted permanently with steel and 

concrete so that when buried a metal detector 

can easily find.  



3)     Wells must be DRILLED VERTICAL until 

safely below the deepest coal bed that could 

be conceivably mined (either now or in the 

future). 
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A 

B 

C 

D 

4)     COMMUNICATE ! 



The importance of accurate well location cannot be stressed enough. 

With the evolution of new technology in drilling it is hard to say how the 

surface location of wells will relate to the underground location of where 

the well will penetrate the mineable coal seams. That is of utmost 

concern to the Office of Miners’ Health, Safety & Training. When 

companies submit plans to us to mine near wells and they show a 

location of the well on the map we expect the well to be at that location. 

The formulas that we use to decide on approving the applications are 

not only to preserve the integrity of the well so as not to damage it but 

also to allow for the safe mining of the coal in that area.  
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Some of the issues we have had in recent years have been with old 

abandoned wells whose locations were unknown and the mines have 

intersected those wells. There are many old wells out there which have 

been abandoned for years with no information available to locate them. 

Let’s not make this mistake again. We now have the means to provide 

accurate information on well locations at the point that they penetrate 

the coal seams however this information is not always readily available. 

If we can prevent one incident in the future from occurring concerning 

inaccurate well locations it will be well worth the effort. 
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The Office of Miners’ Health, Safety & Training would like to work hand 

in hand with the gas industry in developing an acceptable system of 

sharing this invaluable information so that we may continue to recover 

these resources while protecting our most valuable resource, the 

Worker. 
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