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DEP Teaming With Habitatõs ReStore To Recycle Paint 

 It is a pretty safe bet that if you 

have a garage or a basement then you 

also have some unused paint collect-

ing dust. 

 If youôre guilty of that, youôre not 

alone. The U.S. Environmental Pro-

tection Agency estimates that every 

homeowner in the country has at least 

three gallons of unused paint, and at 

least 10 percent of that paint will 

never brighten a room or give new life 

to a piece of old furniture. Instead, it 

will go to the local landfill. 

 The West Virginia Department of 

Environmental Protection and Habitat 

for Humanity of Kanawha and Put-

nam County are teaming up for the 

third year in a row to recycle some of 

that unused paint. 

 ñThis is a worthwhile project 

because we are providing a means 

that creates a sustainable solution for 

disposing of many gallons of unwant-

ed paint,ò said the DEPôs Tammy 

Thornton, the eventôs organizer. 

 There are several important 

guidelines to remember when donat-

ing paint to the ReStore. While the 

latex paint can be of any color, the 

paint cans should be at least one-

quarter full and still usable. 

 By filtering, straining and blend-

ing the donated paint, the Habitat 

ReStore will create a new, useful 

product. 

Effort aimed at 

keeping unused 

paint out of rivers 

and landfills 
by Jake Glance 

Paint Recycling Drive 

 

Just bring your unused latex 

paint and drop it off in the 

garage area in the back of 

DEP Headquarters in  

Kanawha City on Oct. 23 

 

Oil based paints  

cannot be accepted! 

See PAINT, Page 5 

Taking The 

Green Out  

Of The  

Greenbrier 

 The DEP is continuing a years-long effort to make sure 

the Greenbrier River remains beautiful - even if it means we 

have to take the ñgreenò out of it. 

 A few years ago, algae blooms and nutrient issues in 

the river were interfering with recreational uses of the pic-

turesque waterway. After many surveys, it was determined 

the river was impaired, meaning over 40 percent algae 

coverage at any location or 20 to 40 percent coverage for at 

least three times stream width at any location. 

 ñAs part of our restoration plan, we collected water 

chemistry samples at 10 designated sites and monitor for 

algae at 17 designated sites along the river from Marlinton 

to Talcott,ò said James ñJamieò Peterson, an environmental 

resources analyst with the Division of Water and Waste 

Management. Jamie said the main nutrients of concern are 

phosphorous and nitrogen. 

 ñDEP is working with point sources of such nutrients, 

such as the sewage treatment plants. White Sulphur Spring 

has already made upgrades to its plant with more to come.  

Ronceverte is going to upgrade its entire plant. Alderson is 

going to make upgrades as well. All of these upgrades 

should come in 2016 and 2017.ò 

 Jamie said only time - and continued monitoring - will 

tell if these upgrades will make a difference. 

 Weather - especially rain - also plays a role in algae, he 

said. This year and 2013 were rainy so algae wasn't as much 

of a concern. But 2014 was hot and dry, meaning the river 

flowed slower and gave algae more of a chance to grow. 

 The main algae of concern is filamentous green with 

some blue-green. Blue-green algae is the type creating 

issues in the Ohio River recently. 
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Sometimes ñGoing 

Greenò Isnôt A 

Good Thing 
by Jake Glance 

See ALGAE, Page 5 

This algae on the Greenbrier River is cause for concern. 

DEP is monitoring the river as nearby towns make im-

provements to their water treatment facilities. 
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òIt Sounds Like The Rain Forest In Thereó 

 At one end of the DEPôs parking 

lot is a lush green space. It has all sorts 

of plants and flowers that attract bees 

and butterflies, and the occasional 

squirrel can be seen scurrying about 

attending to its squirrely business. 

 And it is all protected by eels. 

 Not the electric eels that slink 

through the seven seas, but by heavy 

black erosion eels that are stuffed full 

of chunks of recycled tires. 

 ñThe eels are to stop sediment, 

oils, antifreeze, or anything else that 

drains out of the parking lot and into 

the rain garden,ò explained Jon Mi-

chael Bosley, a stormwater permitting 

supervisor with the Division of Water 

and Waste Management. 

 ñBefore the eels, we had some 

rocks set up to help prevent that, but 

during this winter with all of the snow 

removal, they all got pushed down into 

the rain garden.ò 

 DEPôs rain garden has been in 

place for several years. And Jon Mi-

chael said all construction projects are 

encouraged to incorporate a rain gar-

den into their plans. 

 In Fairmont, a rain garden is being 

planned at the site of a former restau-

rant that was recently torn down. The 

rain garden will be several hundred 

square feet right in the middle of the 

downtown area. 

 ñPart of the reason we want to 

maintain a good rain garden is to set a 

good example for others. How can we 

hold others to a high standard if we 

donôt hold ourselves to it?ò 

 The DEPôs large parking lot drains 

a large area. That means a great deal of 

rocks, cinders, and other material gets 

washed toward the lowest point - 

where the rain garden is located - every 

time it rains. 

 The erosion eels are stuffed full of 

chunks of recycled tires. The eels are 

designed to let water pass through but 

to catch the material that would other-

wise pollute and clog up the rain gar-

den. 

 As Jon Michael stood beside the 

rain garden explaining its benefits, his 

voice was drowned out by the sound of 

insects. 

 ñIt sounds like the rain forest in 

there, doesnôt it?,ò he stated. 

 It is a small rain forest, being 

protected by recycled material, just feet 

away from the hustle and bustle of 

West Virginiaôs Capital City. 

Recycled 

Materials Used To 

Protect DEPôs 

Rain Garden 
by Jake Glance 

Larry Board, an environmental resources specialist with the  Division of Water 

and Waste Management, places a new erosion eel beside the DEPôs rain gar-

den to help keep pollutants out. 

Kanawha River 

Shining Brightly 

Thanks To  

Volunteers 
by Jake Glance 

 Even when West Virginians were 

known as ñWestern Virginians,ò the 

Kanawha River was a vital part of the 

lives of the people here. It is impossi-

ble to know how much coal and other 

goods have floated down this waterway 

over the years. But one thing is known 

- it has to be protected. 

 Dozens of volunteers did just that 

during the Great Kanawha River 

Cleanup earlier this month. 

 Sites that were focused on includ-

ed Winfield Beach, St. Albans Road-

side Park, the South Charleston boat 

ramp, Magic Island in Charleston, and 

Kanawha Falls at Glen Ferris. 

 ñEvents like the GKRCU are 

important because they raise awareness 

of the problems associated with im-

proper disposal of litter and they foster 

a sense of community and pride in the 

areas in which we live and play. With-

out such events we, as individuals and 

communities, are at risk of taking our 

beautiful state for granted,ò said DEPôs 

Terry Carrington, the event organizer. 

 During this yearôs event, 106 

volunteers collected approximately 2.3 

tons of trash, including 18 old tires. 

 

WVõs Beauty 

Best Seen From 

a Kayak 
by Colleen OôNeill 

 During the work week, he is part 

of DEPôs legal team. But on the week-

ends, he transforms into a kayaking 

free spirit. 

 ñWhen Iôm kayaking, I am in 

total control, and seeing the beauty of 

nature close up is awe-inspiring,ò said 

Jeremy Davis, lead paralegal for 

DEPôs Office of Legal Services. He 

joined the agency in 2012.                         

 ñI have seen many different types 

of wildlife, everything from turtles, 

otters, beavers, bald eagle, blue heron, 

and many types of fish. I prefer slow-

er moving water so that I can enjoy 

the scenery and the wildlife without 

having to constantly keep my eyes on 

the water for obstacles.ò 

 Jeremy is happy to share this 

soothing activity.  

 ñI belong to a group on Facebook 

called Kayak West Virginia,ò he said.  

ñI have met a lot of interesting people 

on that site. In the past, I have posted 

óopen kayak tripsô and would invite 

anyone that wanted to come along. 

Itôs great, because some people are 

not from this area and really enjoy 

having a guide to help them figure out 

where to put in and get out of the 

river. It also gives me an opportunity 

to travel to other parts of the state to 

see waters that I am not familiar with; 

plus, I meet new friends.ò 

 What started as a weekend exer-

tion with ñthe boss,ò turned into a 

deep passion. 

 ñI got involved with kayaking 

because of my prior boss, Roger For-

man,ò Jeremy said. He explained how 

Roger had law offices in both 

Charleston and Marlinton.   

DEPôs Jeremy Davis says kayaking is 

the perfect way to relax after tough 

work weeks. 

see KAYAK, Page 5 

Old tires, wood, and assorted junk - this is just a small sampling of what was 

recovered during the Great Kanawha River Cleanup earlier this month. 


